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In The Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A stent delivery system comprising; 

a catheter, the catheter having a catheter shaft; 

a medical balloon mounted on the catheter shaft, the medical balloon having a 
non-inflated state and being inflatable to an inflated state, the medical balloon having a stent 
mounting region, and a stent disposed about at least a portion of the stent mounting region, the 
stent mounting region having a middle portion, a first end portion adjacent to the middle portion 
and a second end portion adjacent to the middle portion, the middle portion having a middle 
portion diameter, the first end portion having a first end portion diameter, the second end portion 
having a second end portion diameter, in the non-inflated state the middle portion diameter being 
greater than the first end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter, in the inflated 
state the balloon providing the middle portion diameter with a diameter substantially the same as 
that of the fist first end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter; wherein when the 
medical balloon is expanded, the middle portion pushes against the stent before the first end 
portion and before the second end portion. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 1 wherein when the balloon is in the non- 
inflated state the middle portion diameter is between about 0,1- 0.25 mm greater than the first 
end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter. 

4. (Previously amended) The stent delivery system of claim 1 , the medical balloon further 
! comprising: 

a first cone, the first cone being immediately adjacent to the first end portion, the 
I first cone having a first waist, the first waist having a first waist <liameter, the first waist engaged 
to a first portion of the catheter shaft, the first end portion diameter being greater than the first 
waist diameter; and 

a second cone, the second cone being immediately adjacent to the second end 
! portion, the second cone having a second waist, the second waist having a second waist diameter, 
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the second waist engaged to a second portion of the catheter shaft, the second end portion 
diameter being greater than the second waist diameter. 

5. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim I further comprising at least one stent retaining 
sleeve, the at least one stent retaining sleeve having a stent retaining portion disposed about one 
end of the stent and a catheter engagement portion engaged to a portion of the catheter shaft 
adjacent to the medical balloon. 

6. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 1, the stent comprising an unexpanded state 
and an expanded state, the stent further comprising a stent center, a first stent end and a second 
stent end. 

7. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 6 wherein when the balloon is expanded from 
the non-inflated state to the inflated state the stent is expanded from the unexpanded state to the 
expanded state, such that the stent center is expanded before the lust stent end and before the 
second stent end. 

8. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 6 wherein the at least one stent retaining sleeve 
being retracted off of the stent end during expansion of the stent, thereby releasing the stent from 
the at least one stent retaining sleeve. 

9. (Currently amended) The stent delivery system of claim 1 wherein the balloon is 
manufactured from at least one member of the group consisting o f: polyesters, polyethylene 
terephthalate, polybutylene terephthalate, polvether-block polvainide polymer PEBAX , Nylon, 
polyurethane, polyester-nolvether block copolymer ARNITEL™, polyolefin, polyolefin 
compounds and any combinations thereof. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently amended) A stent delivery system comprising: 

a catheter, the catheter having a catheter shaft; 

a medical balloon mounted on the catheter shaft, the medical balloon having a 
non-inflated state and being inflatable to an inflated state, the medical balloon having a stent 
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mounting region, and a stent disposed about at least a portion of the stent mounting region, the 
stent mounting region having a middle portion, a first end portion adjacent to the middle portion 
and a second end portion adjacent to the middle portion, the middle portion having a middle 
portion diameter, the first end portion having a first end portion diameter, the second end portion 
having a second end portion diameter, in the non-inflated state the middle portion diameter being 
less than the first end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter, in the inflated state 
the middle portion diameter being substantially the same as the S$t first end portion diameter and 
the second end portion diameter. 

1 3 . (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 12 whereby, when the medical balloon 
is expanded the first end portion and the second end portion pushes against the stent before the 
middle portion. 

14. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 12 wherein when the balloon is in the 
non-inflated state the middle portion diameter is between about 0.1 - 0.25 mm less than the first 
end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The stent delivery system of claim 12, the medical balloon further 
comprising: 

a first cone, the first cone being immediately adjacent to the first end portion, the 
first cone having a first waist, the first waist having a first waist diameter, the first waist engaged 
to a first portion of the catheter shaft, the first end portion diameter being greater than the first 
waist diameter; and 

a second cone, the second cone being immediately adjacent to the second end 
portion, the second cone having a second waist, the second waist having a second waist diameter, 
the second waist engaged to a second portion of the catheter shaft, the second end portion 
diameter being greater than the send second waist diameter. 

16. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 12 farther comprising at least one stent 
retaining sleeve, the at least one stent retaining sleeve having a si:ent retaining portion disposed 
about one end of the stent and a catheter engagement portion engaged to a portion of the catheter 
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shaft adjacent to the medical balloon. 

17. (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 12, the stent comprising an unexpanded 
state and an expanded state, the stent further comprising a stent center, a first stent end and a 
second stent end. 

18, (Original) The stent delivery system of claim 17 further comprising at least one stent 
delivery sleeve, the at least one stent retaining sleeve being retracted off of the stent ends during 
expansion of the stent, thereby releasing the stent from the at least one stent retaining sleeve. 
19* (Currently amended) The stent delivery system of claim 12 wherein the balloon is 
manufactured from at least one member of the group consisting of; polyesters, polyethylene 
terephthalate, polybutylene terephthalate, pohrether-block polyamide polymer PEBAX , Nylon, 
polyurethane, polyester-polvether block copolymer ARNITEL™, polyolefin, polyolefin 
compounds and any combinations thereof. 

20. (Currently amended) A stent delivery balloon having a non-inflated state and being 
inflatable to an inflated state, the balloon comprising: 

a stent mounting region, at least a portion of the stent mounting region being 
constructed and arranged to disposingly receive a stent thereabout, the stent mounting region 
having a middle portion, a first end portion adjacent to the middle portion and a second end 
portion adjacent to the middle portion, the middle portion having a middle portion diameter, the 
first end portion having a first end portion diameter, the second end portion having a second end 
portion diameter, in the non-inflated state the middle portion diameter being less than the first 
end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter, in the inflated state the middle portion 
diameter being substantially the same as the fist first end portion diameter and the second end 
portion diameter; 

a first cone, the first cone being immediately adjacent to the first end portion, the 
first cone having a first waist, the first waist having a first waist diameter, the first end portion 
diameter being greater than the first waist diameter; and 

a second cone, the second cone being immediately adjacent to the second end 



PAGE 



1/19 * RCVD AT 2/2712004 2:24:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNlS:8729306 * CSID:952 563 3009 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-24 



0?/27/04 .14:30 FAX 952 563 3009 

i 



@012 



Application No.: 09/740,101 
September 26, 2003 



Amendment 
Page 6 



portion, the second cone having a second waist, the second waist having a second waist diameter, 
the second end portion diameter being greater than the send second waist diameter. 
2 1 . (Currently amended) A stent delivery balloon having a non-inflated state and being 
inflatable to an inflated state, the stent delivery balloon comprising: 



first end portion adjacent to the middle portion and a second end portion adjacent to the middle 
portion, the middle portion having a middle portion diameter, the first end portion having a first 
end portion diameter, the second end portion having a second end portion diameter, in the non- 
inflated state the middle portion diameter being less than the first end portion diameter and the 
second end portion diameter, in the inflated state the middle porti on diameter being substantially 
the same as the fist first end portion diameter and the second end portion diameter. 



a stent mounting region* the stent mounting region having a middle portion, a 
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